mid-1940s, they could be set in any 
time period. In these books, the 
reader will get to know Ruby and 
the characters from the town of Way 
Down Deep and Norm who must 
learn to fulfill his dream after losing 
a hand in an accident. The Invention 
of Hugo Cabret: A Novel in Words and 
Pictures by Brian Selznick also has 
its setting in history (1931), but its 
genre is impossible to tie down as it 
is historical fiction, mystery, picture 
book, graphic novel, and even silent 
movie all in one. 


The genre of realistic fiction on the 
Master List ranges from easy readers to 
a strong sixth grade choice and from 
hysterically funny to deeply serious. 
For the early reader, Charise Mericle 
Harper's Just Grace and Nancy Ruth 
Patterson's The Winner’ Walk will 
entice them to want more chapter 
books. Older readers will get to know 
Meg as first time author Karen Day 
brings intensity and emotion to 
this young woman dealing with her 
father’s alcoholism in Tall Tales. The 
last four novels that round out the 
list bring humor and understanding: 
Lisa Graff's first novel, The Thing 
About Georgie; the funniest lesson in 
economics ever learned in Lawn Boy 
by Gary Paulsen; a memorable road 
trip in The Middle of Somewhere by J.B. 
Cheney; and an answer to helping 
with a family’s homelessness in Barbara 
O'Connor's How to Steal a Dog. 


This collection of Master List 
books offers a variety of choices for 
the students who are the focus of the 
Texas Bluebonnet Award program. 


Keep up with the 


latest library news! 
TLA is now offering TLA members 


online access to news clips concerning 
Texas libraries. The article excerpts 
are clipped from Texas newspapers. 
Selection criteria include timeliness 
and broad interest to the library 
community. To access TLA’s newclip 
service, go to www.txla.org and click 


on Texas Library News Clips. © 
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